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Student engagement is a multi-faceted construct and can be characterised as active
involvement in learning, which includes the mental (cognitive), physical (operative) and
emotional (affective) aspects of learning (Munns & Martin, 2005). There is evidence to suggest
that students begin to disengage with mathematics as they move through secondary school
(Collie et al., 2019). A negative educational experience in secondary school mathematics can
be a burden throughout life and has the potential to negatively influence the uptake of the
subject in the later years of schooling as well as impact on the post-school career choices
students make (Gemici et al., 2014; Bourgeois & Boberg, 2016).

This presentation will focus on a section of qualitative data drawn from a larger study that
investigated the key factors influencing students’ mathematics engagement and participation in
NSW secondary government schools. This session will draw on the opinions of 183 students
across 41 focus groups in 21 secondary government schools in NSW who were asked ‘What
would make mathematics more interesting?

Findings suggest that students are looking for more opportunities to engage with
mathematics in interactive ways including learning mathematics outside of the classroom. They
would like more time spent working in groups and for their teachers to make mathematics
relevant to their lives. Students also reported that they would like more time to learn
mathematics as well as teachers who cater for their preferred ways of learning, and who would
help them to connect more with the subject.

These findings have implications for teachers and schools in relation to how they go about
planning for the teaching and learning of mathematics with the aim of increasing student
interest, engagement and participation in the subject.
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