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The current teacher shortage facing Australia and many other countries is leading to 

desperate measures to get teachers in front of classes. A common solution has been to assign 

teachers to teach subjects or levels of schooling for which they are not qualified—that is, to 

teach out-of-field (OOF) (Hobbs, 2013). Recent data suggests that potentially 40% of 

Mathematics teachers are teaching OOF. OOF teaching has been linked to low academic 

performance of students (Van Overschelde, 2022), teacher attrition (Sharplin, 2014), and poor 

teacher confidence and sense of belonging (Du Plessis, Carroll & Gillies, 2015). Existing 

upskilling programs, like graduate certificates and micro-credentials, may have limited impact 

on the phenomenon due to cultural norms that do not recognise or value teacher specialisation 

(Hobbs et al., 2022). 

In this round table, we wish to share insights gained as we work to map the educational 

ecosystem that creates and supports the OOF phenomena, inviting the audience to contribute to 

mapping this complex ecosystem. Participants will be asked to share their insights about the 

out-of-field teaching phenomenon, knowledge of local responses and their opinions as to what 

might influence teachers to seek professional learning. 

References 

Du Plessis, A. E., Carroll, A., & Gillies, R. M. (2015). Understanding the lived experiences of novice out‐

of‐field teachers in relation to school leadership practices. Asia‐Pacific Journal of Teacher Education, 

43(1), 4‐21. https://doi.org/10.1080/1359866X.2014.937393 

Hobbs, L. (2013). ‘Teaching ‘out-of-field’ as a boundary-crossing event: Factors shaping teacher identity’, 

International Journal of Science and Mathematics Education, 11(2), 271–297. 

Hobbs, L., Du Plessis, A. E., Oates, G., Caldis, S., McKnight, L., Vale, C., O’Connor, M., Rochette, E., Watt, 

H., Weldon, P., Richardson, P., & Bateup, C. (2022). National summit on teaching out-of-field: Synthesis 

and recommendations for policy, practice and research. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57f5c6e0414fb53f7ae208fc/t/62b91e6f96a09659f90a3b79/16562

99310264/TOOFNational-Summit-Report.doc 

Sharplin, E. D. (2014). Reconceptualising out-of-field teaching: experiences of rural teachers in Western 

Australia. Educational Research, 56(1), 97–110. 

Van Overschelde, J. (2022). Value-lost: The hidden cost of teacher misassignment. In L. Hobbs & R. Porsch 

(Eds.), Out-of-field teaching across teaching disciplines and contexts (pp. 71–97). Springer. 

mailto:emily.ross@uq.edu.au
mailto:mgoos@usc.edu.au
mailto:susan.caldis@mq.edu.au
mailto:connie.cirkony@utas.edu.au
mailto:s.delaney@deakin.edu.au
mailto:janet.dutton@mq.edu.au
mailto:greg.oates@utas.edu.au
mailto:christopher.speldewinde@deakin.edu.au
https://doi.org/10.1080/1359866X.2014.937393
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57f5c6e0414fb53f7ae208fc/t/62b91e6f96a09659f90a3b79/1656299310264/TOOFNational-
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57f5c6e0414fb53f7ae208fc/t/62b91e6f96a09659f90a3b79/1656299310264/TOOFNational-

