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The importance of ratio and proportional reasoning is regularly emphasised in the literature.  

However, the teaching and learning of these concepts continues to be considered an area of 

mathematics that presents considerable challenge.  Hands-on tasks are well documented as having 

potential to impact positively on student conceptual development of abstract concepts such as 

ratio.  This communication presents a pilot study which examined a hands-on task designed to 

encourage student visualisation of ratio.  Teacher perceptions of this task were positive, indicating 

the potential of this task to impact on students’ engagement and understanding of ratio. 

 


